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This curriculum was made for teachers and educators as a helpful guide to organize an Inside 
Out group action, with a more in-depth approach to the project.  
It can and should be adapted to the context of your school/neighborhood/community, in a 
collaborative way, allowing students to express themselves in a creative way. 
It is targeted mainly to Middle and High Schools.  
 
It can be a full year’s work - divided in 3 parts:  

● Before the action  
● During the action  
● After the action  
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BEFORE THE ACTION  

INSIDE OUT PROJECT PRESENTATION  
 

- TED TALK 
(https://www.ted.com/talks/jr_s_ted_prize_wish_use_art_to_turn_the_world_inside_out) 

- Who is JR  
- How did he start?  
- Few examples of actions (different countries, subjects, walls) 
- How does his art combine photography and street art?  
- What about politics? How does he expresses his position? 

STREET ART 

What is it? 

- What do you think Street Art is? 
- Who’s doing it in our community/neighbourhood? 
- What is their goals? 
- Is there a message? 

 
- Show/look for examples: each student choose one street art piece and explain it to the 

others.  

Illegality 

- What is the legislation in your community/city/state? What about other countries? 
- What do you think about it?  

https://www.ted.com/talks/jr_s_ted_prize_wish_use_art_to_turn_the_world_inside_out
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Street art walk  

Ask the students to walk around the neighborhood and take notice of the street art they see. 

   
 
Some of them should share their discoveries in the classroom. 

Debating 

- What can street art tell us about society? 
- How can street art be used as a tool for change? 
- What might street art accomplish that others forms of activism cannot? 
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WHERE IN THE WORLD 
Look at the Inside Out Map on the website  ( http://www.insideoutproject.net/en/map ).  
Each student can choose one action he likes, and do a research about the country where it took 
place. You can ask them their previous knowledge of the history and current events in these 
locations. 
Do a research about what’s happening in the country.  
Debrief and discuss about it with the whole class.  

- Ask each student or group of students to make a presentation (presentation skills) 
 
Optional : WATCH THE INSIDE OUT PROJECT FILM  
Relate with experiences of other people around the world 
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Here, it’s really interesting to debate/discuss these types of questions. 

RECLAIMING PUBLIC SPACE 
- What is public space? Who does it belong to ? What differences do you see between 

public and private spaces ? 
- How do public spaces such as city streets, parks and monuments shape and reflect the 

identities of the people who live there ? 
- What kind of images do you see in public space? Who put them there? What is their 

purpose? 
- Does it make a difference if artwork is displayed in a public space as opposed to an art 

gallery? How so? 
- What distinguishes the Inside Out posters from other forms of visual communication, 

such as advertising and signage ? 

PORTRAITS AND IDENTITY 
- What is an identity ? what purpose does identity serve ? Talk about official identity x 

personal identity  
- What is the connection between a person’s identity and their face/expression 
- How can portraits give voice to the identity of a group or community ? Think of 

individualism x group 
- Have you already seen the face of people used for another purpose? Give your opinion 

about it 

BUILDING COMMUNITY  
- How does someone identify with his/her own community? 

http://www.insideoutproject.net/en/map
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If your students have watched the Inside Out movie: 

- What are the common bonds among the people in the film? Are there any tensions 
among groups ?If so, how are those tensions addressed? 

- Why does JR want to pass the process on to others? 

ART AND SOCIAL CHANGE  
- Do a research about portraiture in Art History. How did portraiture change from the 20th 

century to today? Thinking about: photography x painting; digital x analog; selfies; artist 
role. 

- What role do you think art can or should play in addressing social issues and improving 
conditions for the individuals and communities they represent? 

- How can we use art to honor and remember people? 
- In what ways can art be an effective medium to address social injustice issues? 
- What are some of the potential challenges or limitations of using art as a vehicle for 

social change? 
- What other examples have you seen of art as a tool to raise awareness about an issue 

or bring about social change? 
- How would you use art to change the world? 
- Thinking points 

- local x global 
- representation x signification  
- connotation x denotation  
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CREATING A GROUP ACTION 
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STEP 1: CREATE A POWERFUL STATEMENT  
During his 2011 Ted Talk, JR challenged INSIDE OUT PROJECT’s participants to tell him what 
do they stand for. 

- What do YOU stand for? 
- What story do you want to tell with your group action? 
- Who are the people you want your Group Action to represent? 
- What kind of issues exist in your school today? In your opinion, why do they exist and 

how did they spread? 
- What could be a solution to these problems? 
- Do you think your Inside Out action could help dealing with these issues? Why and how? 
-  

Optional : Look at the different Inside Out school actions. 
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Two forms of argumentative tools :  

- Debate: you can choose one student on each side or two groups of students. They can 
debate on different subjects (see ideas below). The funny part could be to defend the 
idea you’re not supporting.  

- Dissertation: the students can write small argumentative text to defend a point of view or 
explain their perspective/reflect on a subject related to the project.  

 
What is the most relevant issue that could be improved through a Inside Out Project? 
 

OUR ISSUE : 
 
 
 

OUR STATEMENT : 
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STEP 2: FIND PARTICIPANTS 
 

 
 
Promotion tips : 
 

- Start a Facebook group, Instagram group, Whatsapp group 
- Search for participants and free/low-cost materials on your local Craigslist community 
- Design an online flyer using a newsletter program (Smore, MailChimp etc.) to send it to 

your networks  
 
It’s  really important to ask each participant why they want to be part of this action.  
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STEP 3: SCOUT YOUR LOCATION 
This part should be done by the school, and ideally next to the school 
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→ Attached resources 

- Release form for participants 
- Under 18 Participation Agreement  
- Release form for photographers  
- School Actions Spreadsheet 
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Step 5 
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During the week of the action  

- Record the reaction of people : students, staff, teachers, walkers 
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AFTER THE ACTION 

DEBRIEFING DISCUSSION 
3 months after the Group Action date:  

- Do you think something changed thanks to the action ? How so? 
- What could have been done differently? 
- In which way Inside Out is a communication tool? 
- Think about the moment before the action, when you were discussing the issues and 

deciding your statement. Did you change your mind since then? 

 
 


